Seas’ M.oks t/^74 

X^ur candor* .iMeh I appreciatej qpstfroatB lae mtli a problem a»d a olioice I did 
not realize when we were balKing* Particularly because I do not (luestiou your judge~ 
meat la these iratters. 

Basically, your view has cimngsd since my original proposal and what has changed 
it is your concept of oomjaercial success. 1 liave no cosplciint with this, ao a degree 
i has some sabliaijaal realization, of it when you referred to initial mass ^ market, to 
which the fonaat I had in ifdnd is, of coarge, not at all suited, and I think the fonsat 
is an important part of the ori^^inal®^^^ 5?o this end I got the official copies of 
all the official Nixon texts quoted aside i rera ths tapes trfaiscripts. The last of 
these carae b 3 r mail today. I £irraiiged for it in ¥ashin£rfcoa last week, 

I had expected shortenixig of the quotes, ¥e imd them longer to peimt this by 
somecsie less close to the subject beo^iuse tliir) should result in a better selection. 

But I find sjyseli wouderiiig if in laaking them sore punchy the result also to 

oliminate some of tlie iaeaniiit?, some of the impact as a politxcai. aocmuent. u Cij.a 
believe that in tliis fora it could have an iiJs.act because it would say wliat lias not 
been said and would liave tcajiiuig tiie transcilpts as printer does iiOt- have. 

It ji^iy well be that 1 put to much storf.^ in the (continuing) reaction I get to ry 
0wn work. That subject may well be unique. Other than as a publishers* shibboleth. 



four judgeraent here shou3.cL be bettor tiian mine and I doa t question it, 

Perliaps I will laiderotJUid tliis better after Bill i-iartin calls tomorrow. 



Probabl: 
iastic about 



wnat 



IS most 



in Kv mind is the feeling tliat you arc not at all enthus- 



the result if Bill does wliat you described. 



ikid tliu feeling tiiat an oiriginal iDaiserback unless put out by someone with some 
influence on what gets onto the raoksz or well promoted 1ms a short and not px’omising 

life. 

The tiiuijag is truay bad for my thinking, I saia well through my part of what sh-euld 
be a truly se^isational. books timt I suppose most v<ill regard as a non— book, I have 
written not more t han and probably less thah 10,000 Intiwduotoiy words for a once- 
spppressed top s;;cret^ traascrips in wiiich ^ believe I as being ised. Hence the length 
of this iatroauetion/'*'fo frustrate the isisuse and perimps roaice it kick back. It is a 
Gonsequence of one of a series of Fre.edon of Infox^Jation suits I filod. If I oan get 
it out in time it can figure in the debate on amending the i»i back to its original 
intent, T]f.e Senate h£is aamded it that way, Teddy feirndy asked iii the debate if tlie 
purpose of the amendment was to nullify the decision in MeMberg v .Beimrtaent of Justice. 
'^old yes he expressed approval. This, howove>r, is a collateral value. This book will 
be largsjly faesiiailo I'oproduction of official docuraents all formerly official secrets 
aJid all related and relevant, not yiiat for sensation. Except for misuss in Vlater-gate 



wl: 



trials is 1ms no r^iLatioxisliip to them. Oj 
Which, of course, also gives it potentifil, 
aside to rush interferes with my conceatrartion, 

after speaidiig to Bill, 



t Nixon did, % also can laisuse it, 

I ted to lay the Watergate book itself 
but I will be tliinkiiig raore 



Today* s "nefs" on the CIA involvement is not news. There is nothing in it except 
dishonesty by Baker tliat I have not already written and I have written wtet he will not 
use or misuse. It iflay sound cryptic, but this also can kidc tte Huiitter Post hairi. Those 
boys suppressed, tirls stuff, to ny personal knowledge, and I am confident tliat one of 
their major sources, who they protected, was GIA 0 ..I told you more than a year ajio tliat 
this was largely a OXfi storj'' but not the way it appeared, I was right. 

The cash I teve out out ttet we discussed comes to $107,16, There are other costs 
we did not discuss ttet I do not include, Xeroring, incliiiing the juxtaposition rsatei-ial 
which I teve not seat, is $68,41 • The originai treniscrlpts are $36,25. Postage was $5»50, 
(l lost one receipt but trds is close, a fow pmnies less than I reseffiber and includss 
both special deliveries.) Best to everyone. 




